
Walking in the 
Light of Christ 
3 John ~ Wednesday, January 15, 2020 

Introduction 
Though we don’t know with absolute certainty, some commentators believe that John wrote 2 & 3 John on the same day. That 

assertion makes a lot of sense if “the dear lady chosen by God” to whom 2 John is addressed is an entire congregation since 3 

is written to a specific individual within the congregation. By writing to Gaius, a trusted member of the congregation, John is 

doing his level best to insure that his Gospel message/warning gets delivered along with encouragement to continue 

proclaiming the truth. Let’s dig in and see what the Holy Spirit led John to write …  

Read 3 John 
1 The elder,  

To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth.  

2 Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your soul is getting along well. 
3 It gave me great joy when some believers came and testified about your faithfulness to the truth, telling how you continue to 

walk in it. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.  

5 Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers and sisters, even though they are strangers to you. 6 They 

have told the church about your love. Please send them on their way in a manner that honors God. 7 It was for the sake of the 

Name that they went out, receiving no help from the pagans. 8 We ought therefore to show hospitality to such people so that 

we may work together for the truth.  

9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to be first, will not welcome us. 10 So when I come, I will call attention to what 

he is doing, spreading malicious nonsense about us. Not satisfied with that, he even refuses to welcome other believers. He 

also stops those who want to do so and puts them out of the church.  

11 Dear friend, do not imitate what is evil but what is good. Anyone who does what is good is from God. Anyone who does what 

is evil has not seen God. 12 Demetrius is well spoken of by everyone—and even by the truth itself. We also speak well of him, 

and you know that our testimony is true.  

13 I have much to write you, but I do not want to do so with pen and ink. 14 I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face.  

Peace to you. The friends here send their greetings. Greet the friends there by name. 

1. What do we learn from John’s writing about the character and behavior of …   

a. Gaius: 

b. Diotrephes:  

c. Demetrius: 

 



2. What conflicts were going on in the church that prompted John to write this letter? What personality issues are involved? 

 

3. What is the purpose of the prayer of 3 John verse 2? 

 

4. How is it a model for us?  

 

5. What gives the elder great joy according to 3 John verse 3-4?  

 

6. Can you relate when someone’s life in Christ gave you great joy? Briefly describe that person and how that joy affected 

you.  

 

7. How has your life in Christ brought joy to others? How can you tell?  

 

8. In vv. 5-8, John makes a very personal appeal to Gaius about supporting teachers/preachers who are proclaiming the pure 

Word of God. What stands out to you about how John speaks to Gaius about these important and sensitive matters?  

 

9. This complaint of the world against the church is common: “All the church is interested in is my money.” In light of John’s 

appeal above, how do believers insure that the pure Gospel message continues to be proclaimed while guarding against 

giving the impression that they’re looking to unbelievers to financially support the mission?  

 

10. What is Diotrephes doing and why does he do it? (vv. 9-10, 2 John 9) 

 

9 Anyone who runs ahead and does not continue in the teaching of Christ does not have God; whoever continues in the 

teaching has both the Father and the Son. 

 

11.  Can you think of someone who seems or seemed to act the way Diotrephes did? If so how did that action affect your 

congregation, church workers, and leaders or you personally?  

 

12. Has suspicion about the false motives or messages of some pastors/teachers soured you against them all? What needs to 

change so you will not hinder the work of God by failing to encourage his true servants?  

 

 

13. What is the advice of 3 John 11? How can this advice be useful in your life? 

 

 

14. It has been said that we live in an age without heroes or that children often grow up today without positive role models. 

Can you think of people today who, like Demetrius, can serve as role models for you personally or for people in our 

church? If so, note briefly who and why. 

 

15. In picking close friends (like Gaius was to John), what do you look for? How can you be that kind of friend to others?  

 


